THE MAGNIFICAT

In the Latin tongue the word " Magnificat " means " doth magnify," and it is the title of that
part of the Church of England service beginning: " My soul doth magnify the Lord." The
title is given to this " Madonna of the Magnificat," which is regarded as the supreme masterpiece
of Botticelli (1444-1510). The picture, to be seen in the Uf&zi Gallery, Florence, shows intensely
spiritual expressions, and has great decorative charm.

ginated a new style of painting. All
those before him had pictured only
sacred subjects, but Botticelli broke
new ground.

The Coming of Spring.

His most famous picture, painted in
1477, is " Primavera," the Coming of
Spring. In the centre is Venus, God-
dess of Love, with Mercury, messenger
of the gods, and the three Graces.

Figures and faces are beautiful, and
flowers surround the figures. Here is
beauty of a pagan type, and Botti-
celli's patron was not the Church, but
the younger Lorenzo dei Medici.
Botticelli painted many religious
pictures, yet he was the first great
painter td break away from the old
tradition, that all painting must be
only for the service of the Church. He
was a friend and follower of the great